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Saturday Writers
Meeting and Events for 

May 26, 2018
• 10:00-11:00 a.m.—Members Only: 
Works-in-Progress Café. Visitors are 
welcome to sit in and listen. 
• 11:00-1:00 p.m.—Regular Meeting: 
Business Items then Guest Speaker

Ed Protzel
“Writing Screenplays: 

Structure, Dramatic Tips And 
Dialogue That Sizzles”

Visitors Welcome: $5.00 at the door
Doors open at 10:45 a.m.

• 1:30 p.m. Lunch—Everyone invited
to continue networking at a restaurant 
to be determined each month and 
announced at the general meeting.
• 2:30-5:45 p.m.—Saturday Write-In:
Room 212, Spencer Road Library

MAY • 2018

Saturday, April 28—Saturday Writers General Meeting Deadline is this 
Saturday, May 26

Saturday Writers
April-May

Short Story, Essay
Theme: 

15th-year Milestones
Traditional: Crystal
Modern: Watches
Gemstone: Emerald
Flower: Lily of the Valley or Hawthorn
2,018 word limit, short story or essay

Deadline 5/26/18

Mention 
that you write 
in a certain 
genre—romance, 
sci-fi, western, 
etc.—and you 
may notice 
eyebrows raise 

and conversation lulls. It’s sort 
of similar to mentioning you are 
self-published. The error persists 
that genre writing is a less worthy 
niche than, say, literary or academic 
writing. Not so, says Laura 
Benedict, as she spoke of the value 
of applying genre approaches to all 
types of writing, increasing interest 

“Writing Screenplays: Structure, Dramatic Tips & Dialogue That 
Sizzles” to be Topic of Saturday Writers’ Guest Speaker Ed Protzel on  
Saturday, May 26

Many writers dream of penning an 
original screenplay and seeing it on 
the big screen. Others picture their 
novel-turned-movie winning an 
Oscar. But how do we accomplish 
this? Our May speaker, Ed Protzel, 
will present a survey course with all 
the elements you need to produce 
a screenplay for a feature film, from 
concept, to format, and, more 
importantly, in-depth, professional 
insights into creating a dynamic script. 

Ed Protzel of University City 
is an award-winning author and 
screenwriter. He has completed three 
novels, five original screenplays for a 
feature film, and developed scripts/
projects for 20th Century Fox. His 
published novels include the first two 
books in his Civil War-era DarkHorse 
Trilogy: The Lies That Bind, set in 
antebellum Mississippi, and Honor 

Ed Protzel

Among Outcasts, 
set in 1863 Civil 
War Missouri. The 
final book in the 
series, Something 
in Madness, 
due for release 
by TouchPoint 
Press in 2019, 
will take place in 
Mississippi during 
Reconstruction. 
Another novel, The Antiquities 
Dealer, a sci-fi mystery/thriller, is due 
for release in late-2018. Ed holds a 
master’s degree in English Literature/
Creative Writing from the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis. You can find Ed 
online at: 

http://www.edprotzel.com/
contact/.

www.facebook.com/
edprotzelauthor.

— Jeanne Felfe

Guest Speaker Laura Benedict Discussed Genre 
Secrets to Make a Writer ’s Work Even Better

and readability.
The appeal of the genre is that it is 

relatable, leading the reader to feel 
the story, not simply acknowledge 
it. There is some moral to reward 
at the end. Incorporating five basic 
genre elements will strengthen 
any work. 1. Raise the stakes. 
Your protagonist should lose or 
be afraid of losing something 
important. 2. Go for intensity. 
Face your fears and put them on 
the page. 3. Ratchet the suspense. 
Make the reader want to know 
what happens next. Then be sure 
to supply the payoff. 4. Give your 
characters some emotional appeal. 

SPECIAL NOTICE
If you are not receiving your 

electronic copy of the newsletter, 
please email your request to:

Jeanne Felfe at 
jeanne.f@saturdaywriters.org.
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Brad Watson

—Bradley Watson — President/Director

One of the best things Saturday 
Writers has to offer is a chance 
for writers to find ways to 
improve their stories and poems 
by interacting with others in the 
group. It’s right there in our motto: 
“Writers Encouraging Writers.”

This year, we added the chance to 
find out what our judges thought 
would improve our contest entries. 
For a slight fee, the judge will 
provide information on how to 
progress our writing.

Many of our entrants have taken 
advantage of this offering. And 
they haven’t been disappointed.

This last month, the judge not 
only provided great notes on 
the entries but also provided a 
few words to the whole group. I 
wanted to share them with you all.

JUDGE’S NOTES
Not all comments apply to all 

entries, but the comments reflect 
patterns I noticed overall (very 
typical patterns).

SHORT STORY
•    There is a balance between 

being mysterious/suspenseful 
and vague/confusing. We often 
underestimate our reader’s need 
for information. Because we know 
the mystery or the surprise we are 
going to deliver, we are careful not 
to give away “too much,” or we toy 
with the reader by dropping bread 
crumbs, hoping they can follow 
our vague trail.  This makes our 
writing abstract and confusing. 
Readers want concrete. They want 

to see our story, walk it with our 
characters, so we have to give them 
enough information to do that...
but also withhold enough to keep 
the element of suspense the story 
needs. I recommend as authors 
read short stories with suspense or 
mystery, they pay close attention 
to what the author tells the reader 
and what the author does not 
tell the reader. A very short short 
story that does this well is “The 
Chaser” by John Collier. How 
does the author give us just enough 
information? What does he choose 
not to tell us? How does he build 
suspense but keep the reader in the 
story? (I attached a copy if anyone 
is interested.)

•    Every scene needs to work 
for a living. If it doesn’t move the 
story forward, it doesn’t need to be 
there. The same goes for characters, 
dialogue. Scenes that don’t move 
the story forward interfere with 
pace.

•    Watch for gaps between 
scenes, events, characters moving 
from one location to another, etc. 
When there’s a gap, readers are 
moved abruptly. For example, we 
can’t have a character start his car 
to drive to work in one sentence, 
and then in the next sentence 
have him sit at his desk. That’s a 
gap. We need a something quick 
between, a sentence or two to show 
the passing of time or change of 
location.

ESSAY
•    I tell my students “it all must 

add up to something.” If they are 
writing about memory, what is 
the point? The memory may be 

precious or 
significant to 
the author, but 
will it be so 
to the reader? 
How can we 
write it so the 
reader will see 
meaning in 
it or connect 
to it in some way? Do we know 
our intended message (meaning) 
before we begin?

•    The shortest distance between 
two points is a straight line...this 
is true when writing essays. We 
need to take the reader to the 
intended destination on a straight 
path, not a meandering path. The 
beginning of an essay should give 
the reader an indication of where 
we are taking them, the middle 
should continue that journey, and 
the end should be the destination 
we promised in the beginning.  
Sometimes we discover our 
destination for ourselves as we 
write...we’re not sure where we 
are going...we just know we have 
something to say...and end up 
somewhere. In those cases, once 
we’ve discovered what it is we want 
to say, we have to go back to the 
writing and straighten the path—
take out bends and curves, add info 
to straighten the path, etc.

Don’t forget to take advantage 
of the opportunity to get critiques 
from our future judges. Their 
suggestions can be invaluable. And 
your writing is worth it.

Judge’s Advice

The first bowling outing was such 
fun, one of our members decided we 
should do it again. Dave Reed has 
planned the following:

Thursday, May 24th, 7:00pm. 
Frontier Bowling Lanes, 177 Frontier 

Park Dr (behind Circle K at Feise Rd 
and Hwy K in O’Fallon)

Smoke free! Snacks. Food. 
Come enjoy good times with your 

writing friends and family. Share ideas 
and knock over a few pins in the name 
of good journalism. 

For more info and to RSVP, contact 
David Reed at davidreedbrt@gmail.
com.

Saturday Writers Bowling Extravaganza
Round Two

Editor’s Challenge
Here are a couple prompts to inspire 
you. Choose a set of three elements, 
and write a short story or poem that 
contains all three:
1. A prom king, a sprained ankle, and 
an ethical dilemma.
2. A job interview, a fingerprint, and a 
case of mistaken identity.
3. False eyelashes, a Facebook update, 
and a plot for revenge.
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JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Children/YA Author 
          Writing Group

Our Once-a-Month
Works-in-Progress Café 

The monthly Works-in-Progress 
Café is an opportunity for ac-
tive members to read their prose 
or poetry and receive feedback 
from fellow writers. Visitors are 
welcome to sit in and listen. See 
the Saturday Writers website for 
details about presenting your 
work. 

Poetry Salon—Open Mic
Saturday, June 9, we will meet 

to discuss poetry, read our 
work, receive suggestions for 
improvement (if solicited), 
stimulate and encourage our 
fellow writers. Free and open to 
the general public—adults only, 
presented by R.R.J.Sebacher and 
Bradley Bates.

Under the auspices of 
Saturday Writers, a chapter of 
the Missouri Writers Guild, 
www.saturdaywriters.org. 
At: St. Charles City-County 
Library, Spencer Road Branch, 
427 Spencer Road, St. Peters, 
Missouri. Saturday, June 9, at 
11:00 a.m. in room 210. 

Wednesdays in O’Fallon 
Works-in-Progress Café

Learn from other writers. 
Grammar, sentence structure, story 
plots, dialog tags and humor are 
only a few of the topics discussed 
at Works in Progress. Jump in and 
splash around in the critique pool 
with us. Bring a story to share or 
just come and listen. Join us on 
Wednesday at Cupcake Amoré 
on Hwy K in O’Fallon, MO, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or 
thereabouts. Our group does not 
believe in sink or swim. We are here 
to support you.

—Jim Ladendecker, your host

Saturday Write-In
The last Saturday of each month 

is not the only special Saturday 
for writers. Every Saturday gives 
you a chance to write. We host a 
special Write-In every week at the 
Spencer Road Library from 2:30 
to 5:45 PM. Bring your laptop, 
pad, and paper, or other writing 
paraphernalia, and join us for 
a time of writing frenzy. All are 
welcome, and chocolate will be 
provided.

Critique by Email
The Email Critique group 

is humming right along and 
has added a couple of new 
members. Are you writing, 
writing, writing, but not sure if 
what you’re writing is working? 
Having another set of eyes will 
take you out of the vacuum and 
provide you invaluable feedback. 
To join this members-only group 
just email Jeanne at Jeanne.F@
saturdaywriters.org. You don’t 
even need to leave the comfort 
of your own home. Complete 
information and rules are on 
our website at http://www.
saturdaywriters.org/email-
critique---members-only.html.

Children/ YA Author Critique 
Group

Our group is growing! At Saturday 
Writers Children/YA Author Critique 
Group our goal is to encourage, 
support and challenge one another as 
we craft these stories for young minds. 

If you write or want to learn more 
about board books, picture books, easy 
readers, chapter books, middle grade 
or YA books, this group is for YOU! 
We will also learn and talk about the 
industry and publishing world.

Our meetings will be held at Barnes 
& Noble Cafe, 320 Mid Rivers Center, 
St. Peters, Missouri 63376 on the 
following dates:

Thursday, May 24th   
 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m

Friday, June 8th  . 
  10:00 a.m. - Noon

Thursday, June 21st   
  7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

If you have any questions please 
contact Nicki Jacobsmeyer at 
nickijacobsmeyer@gmail.com. 
Complete information and guidelines 
for group can be found at http://
saturdaywriters.org/childrenya-author-
writing-group.html.

** PLEASE NOTE: I’m going to send 
out an email the Sunday or Monday 
before each critique group. Please 
RSVP either way. If the majority cannot 
come or I don’t get responses then the 
meeting will be cancelled. Cancellation 
email will be sent out on Wednesday 
night to the critique group. 

Not on the groups list but want to 
be? Please email at nickijacobsmeyer@
gmail.com. Thank you! 

Gateway Con 2018
Gateway to Publishing

Conference and Convention

June 15, 16, 17, 2018
Join us for the 2nd Annual 

Writers Conference, Book Fair, 
and Writing Retreat. Join fellow 
writers and authors in write-ins, 
workshops, writer panels, master 
classes, in-person remote pitch 
sessions, first-page reading, genre 
talk, and 5+5 critique group open 
mic. All held at the Renaissance 
Hotel across from Lambert 
International Airport. For more 
information: stlwritersguild.org.

• CONFERENCE
• BOOK FAIR
• RETREAT

Saturday Writers
May-June Contest

Short Story & Essay 
2,018 word limit 

Theme: 20th-year Milestone
Traditional: China
Modern: Platinum
Gemstone: Pearl
Flower: Rose or Honeysuckle

Begins 5/26/18
Deadline 6/30/18
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Works-in-Progress CaféWorks-in-Progress Café
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cupcake Amoré
Hwy K in O’Fallon

St. Louis Writers Guild 
Gateway Con 2018

June 15,16,17

Works-in-Progress Café
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cupcake Amoré
Hwy K in O’Fallon

Works-in-Progress Café
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cupcake Amoré
Hwy K in O’Fallon

Works-in-Progress Café
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cupcake Amoré
Hwy K in O’Fallon

Works-in-Progress Café
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cupcake Amoré
Hwy K in O’Fallon Spencer Road Library

Write-In

Spencer Road Library
Write-In

Spencer Road Library
Write-In

Spencer Road Library
Write-In

Spencer Road Library
Write-In

Poetry Symposium

General Meeting

Pool Party
Jeanne Felfe’s Home

1:00-4:00 p.m.

Children/YA Author
Writing Group
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Sunday     Monday     Tuesday     Wednesday       Thursday            Friday                Saturday

Plan For These Future Events:

Gateway Con 2018
Gateway to Publishing

Conference and Convention

CONFERENCE • BOOK FAIR • RETREAT
June 15, 16, 17, 2018

Join us for the 2nd Annual Writers Conference, 
Book Fair, and Writing Retreat. Join fellow writers 
and authors in write-ins, workshops, writer panels, 
master classes, in-person remote pitch sessions, first-
page reading, genre talk, and 5+5 critique group 
open mic. All held at the Renaissance Hotel across 
from Lambert International Airport. For more 
information: stlwritersguild.org.

SAVE THE DATES! 
Put these on your calendars – more details to come. Stay 
tuned to the website, email blasts, and Facebook.

• Pool Party: Saturday, June 23, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Jeanne Felfe’s House, 12 Berry Hill Court, St. Charles, 
MO 63303 health4u@swbell.net *Please bring your own 
drinks and a snack/appetizer to share!

• 2017 Anthology Signing – Monday, July 9,    6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Spencer Library, 427 Spencer Road, St. 
Peters, MO 63376

• 2018 Youth Camp – Saturday, July 14, at St. Peter’s 
Cultural Art Center *See Sarah Angelton, sarah.a@satur-
daywriters.org

• Open Mic: Thursday, August 9, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
(6:30 doors open, 7:00 mic opens)Rendezvous Café 
& Wine Bar, 217 South Main Street, Banquet Room, 
O’Fallon, MO 63366, 636-281-2233

• St. Charles Ghost Tour: Saturday, September 22, 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m. $20.00/person. Main Street St. Charles, 101 
South Main Street, corner of Jefferson & South Main, St. 
Charles, MO 63301. Meet outside building. *Stay tuned 
for more details!

Children/YA Author Writing Group
Friday, July 6—10:00 a.m. - Noon
Thursday, July 19—7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Thursday, August 23—7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday, September 7—10:00 a.m. - Noon
Thursday, September 20—7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
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2017 Anthology
We are on the brink of having our 

2017 Anthology in hand. The order 
was placed, and it is almost here.

This year’s offering has great 
stories, essays, and poems from some 
of our best writers, with another 
great cover by Cyn Watson. The 
theme last year, “The Seven Deadly 
Sins and Seven Heavenly Virtues,” 
inspired our authors to reach new 
heights in their writing, providing 
something to read for everyone.

The next big Anthology-related 
event will be the annual Anthology signing July 9 at the 
Spencer Road Library. Our authors will gather to sign and read 
stories from the work.

Keep tuned in for more information as this gets closer.
—Bradley Watson

— Jeanne Felfe

— Jeanne Felfe

In a recent critique group, 
someone corrected the following 
sentence: “He looked back as 
the roof of his house collapsed 
inward and knew it would be 
too late for whoever was in those 
cars to help.” She said whoever 
should be whomever. Eck! After 
much discussion about grammar, 
I conceded that she was correct 
(she usually is), but stated that 
I wouldn’t use whomever in 
anything I write except perhaps in 
rare bits of dialogue if it matched 
a character’s way of speaking. 
Instead, I rewrote the sentence to 
avoid either word.

Why would I do that? I blame 
it on my Texas upbringing. Not 
a single relative ever used whom 
or whomever when speaking. 
The only time I ever heard 
those words were from English 
teachers intent on teaching me to 
diagram sentences. Other than 
memorable quotes, like “For 
whom the bell tolls,” the words 
simply never sound right to my 
Texas-influenced ear. They instead 
come across as too correct or 
dare I say, pretentious. My Texas 

Who/Whoever vs. Whom/Whomever—Grammarian Contrarian
tongue can no more say whom, 
and whomever than my Italian 
friend can wrap his around certain 
English sounds.

Is it possible 
for something to 
be too correct? 
Maybe. I’ve 
read writing 
that is 100% 
grammatically 
correct that 
comes across flat 
and stilted, or 
non-authentic. 
My mother was 
too precise of a 
grammarian, and 
it showed in her prose. The story 
was often lost in the absolute 
correctness.

Grammar is a feat that many, 
including myself, manage to do 
right by instinct. The minute I 
attempt to think about sentence 
structure, the creative juices get 
thrown into a blender and come 
out mush. I find myself thinking 
too much about the technique, 
and the prose suffers. Never trust 

me on comma placement—I’ll 
be right only half the time. But 
usually, I simply know how a 

sentence should go 
together. And when I 
don’t, there are delightful 
people out there who 
provide editing services. 
That doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t learn proper 
grammar—it’s best to 
know the rules before 
you break them.

I love my critique 
partners and am forever 
grateful when they point 
out my grammar foibles. 
I want and need them to 

provide suggestions for how to fix 
the errors so I can learn. However, 
I reserve the right to rewrite a 
sentence to eliminate words that 
aren’t authentic to who I am. The 
critique partners alert me to when 
it is necessary.

Interestingly, I took this little 
Grammar Girl quiz and answered 
all the questions correctly. Perhaps 
I’m not such a grammar-phobe 
after all.

Saturday Writers has formed a Marketing 
Co-Op Group. This is a members-only group 
designed for those who already have books 
published or will within 12 months. We will 
meet face-to-face quarterly at a time that suits 
the most participants. Also, we will have a 
private Facebook group. The purpose of the 
group is to share marketing ideas, learn from 
each other, and participate in multi-author 
online and in-person marketing campaigns. 
Some of those efforts may include signing 
events, email campaigns, give-aways (usually 
conducted to increase newsletter subscribers), 
and anything else the group thinks up. If 
you’re an SW member with at least one book 
published or that will be within 12 months, 
email Jeanne at Jeanne.F@saturdaywriters.
org.

Marketing Co-Op Group Formed

Jeanne Felfe
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Benedict—continued from page 1

What’s the Big Idea?

Susan Zahra

—Susan Gore Zahra

Contest Winners
Another set of winners will be published in our 2018 anthology. These are the stories and 

essays that won for the contest 5th Year Milestones, with prompts as diverse as Wood, Silver, 
Aquamarine, and Daffodil. The judge said it was very hard to decide, but these are the ones that 
made it.

1st place: Susan Gore Zahra – “Dead Duck”
2nd place: M. Rose Callahan – “The Color of Fear”
3rd place: M.L. Stiehl – “Shopping for Summer”
Hon Men: Billie Holladay Skelley – “Silenced Voices”
Hon Men: Denise Judd – “Kisses From the Angels”
Hon Men: Sherry McMurphy – “Remember Me”
The honorable mentions can be reentered this year if the author wants to try again for a higher 

award.
Congratulations to all the winners!

I have a confession: I never 
outgrew playing with imaginary 
friends. Last year’s sin/virtue 
contest themes filled my 
imagination with a whole town 
full of sinfully virtuous new 
friends. Ben, the main character 

in “Dead Duck,” first place winner for the “5th Year 
Milestone” contest this year, and his friend, Ricky, 
were secondary characters in a couple of stories 
from last year’s contests. 

Although I had toyed with giving Ben and Ricky 
starring roles in an adolescent tale of lust, no plot 
came to mind. This year, the 5th year milestone 
prompt of wood brought to mind shiny violins 
and woodwinds of the orchestras and bands where 
I spent my youth hiding in the bassoon section. I 
began to see a blossoming young woman playing 
her violin. Thanks to recalling Bill Spradley’s story, 
“Snakebit” from Saturday Writers 2016 anthology, 
I was able to see Felicia and her violin from Ben’s 
point of view.

Simplified versions of Prokofiev’s “Peter and the 
Wolf ” include solos showcasing more accomplished 
students. The story of Peter going after the wolf that 
ate the duck, while a little bird distracted the wolf 
became the template for “Dead Duck.” Casting 
Felicia as Peter keeps her from becoming a damsel 
in distress when she encounters the story’s “wolf.” 

Saturday Writers online critique group helped 
me keep the action focused. I also purchased 
critiques with the stories I have entered this year. 
Both have pointed out strengths in my writing and 
recommended different ways to approach areas that 
could use greater clarity—advice well worth the 
ten-dollar fee.

A reader needs to be able to identify with the characters 
in some way. 5. The setting is critical. Apply a situation, an 
interaction. Realize your characters actively inhabit their 
world.

Laura Benedict did not set 
out to be a writer. She thought 
that a love of books meant 
being a librarian or simply 
a reader. Even when her job 
included copy-writing business 
brochures, she was told that 
there couldn’t be a plot in 
nonfiction, and that beautiful 
literary language requires no 
story. But she moved out of her 
comfort zone. She now advises 
that boundaries are meant to be 
crossed. “Don’t be ashamed of 

what you read,” is one piece of advice.
Another misconception she found is that writing is 

a solitary, pajama-clad endeavor. Not so, she says. It is 
better fed from getting out in the world among other 
authors. While she worked eight years on her first novel 
and four years on her second, she produced short stories 
and entered them in contests. She put her work and her 

name out there. She 
was approached by 
an agent when she 
was published in a 
reputable anthology.

Laura blogs at 
Killzone Blog.

—Marcia Gaye

Photo by David Reed

Laura Benedict

Luncheon get-together with guest 
speaker after the general meeting.
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The big question on everyone’s mind this tax season was how the new changes would affect them. After looking at 
this question for hundreds of clients, I can definitively say that business owners are big winners. So here are a couple of 
examples.

Let’s take a family of four—mom, dad, and two children ages 14 and 11. Dad has a job making $100,000 per year 
and mom is an emerging self-employed writer earning $20,000 after expenses from her books and articles. They have a 
mortgage and other itemized expenses totaling $15,000. Under the old rules, this family pays $14,652 in total income 
and self-employment tax, after tax credits.

   2017 Rules 2018 Rules Difference
Regular Income 100,000 100,000 0
Writing Income 20,000  20,000  0
Total Income  120,000 120,000 0
Adjustment for 
1/2 of SE Tax  (1,415)  (1,415)  0
Itemized Deductions or
Standard Deduction (15,000) (24,000) 9,000
Personal Exemptions (16,200) 0  (16,200)
Qualified Business 
Income Deduction 0  (4,000)  4,000
Taxable Income  87,385  90,585  3,200
Tax   13,321  11,808  (1,513)
Child Tax Credit (1,500)  (4,000)  2,500
Self Employment Tax 2,831  2,831  0
Total Tax  14,652  10,639  (4,013)

 Under the new rules, this family pays $10,639. Notice the deduction for 20% of the self-employment (re: writing) 
income.

Now, let’s look at a retired couple drawing a combined $40,000 in Social Security, $15,000 from a pension, earning 
$5,000 from interest, and $10,000 from self-employment income from his writing. Under the old rules this couple pays 
$3,133 in total tax.
   2017 Rules 2018 Rules Difference
Regular Income 20,000  20,000  0
Writing Income 10,000  10,000  0
Taxable Social Security 10,498  10,498  0
Total Income  40,498  40,498  0
Standard Deduction (15,200) (26,500) 11,300
Personal Exemptions (8,100)  0  (8,100)
Qualified Business 
Income Deduction 0  (2,000)  2,000
Taxable Income  17,198  11,998  5,200
Tax   1,718  1,200  (518)
Self Employment Tax 1,415  1,415  0
Total Tax  3,133  2,615  (518)

Under the new rules, this couple pays $2,615.
In both cases, the QBI deduction (Qualified Business Income) saves the family even more money. In the case of the 

first family, the QBI deduction saves them $880 (4,000 * 22%). The retired couple saves $200 (2,000 * 10%).
I hope this helps you understand the impact the new rules have on your individual situation. Should anyone have 

specific questions, I would encourage you to have a serious sit-down with your tax professional.
Happy Writing!

The Write Business...

Part 3 of 3 on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (The Trump Tax Bill)

What the Numbers Say!

Doug is an enrolled agent with 
nineteen years of experience assisting 
clients with their tax-related 
questions and problems.

—Douglas Osgood,
EA Writer and Tax Expert



Over the summer, I interviewed 
Pat Wahler, a local author in St. 
Peters, MO. She has a 
historical novel that will be 
released in August, called I 
am Mrs. Jesse James.

Essentially the story 
is about Zerelda (Zee) 
Mimms, the daughter of a 
preacher, who marries her 
first cousin, the notorious 
outlaw Jesse James. 
The book follows Zee’s 
journey, giving readers the 
harrowing story of her life with 
Jesse.  

For years, Pat had been curious 
about what drove Zee to marry 
an outlaw and set out to find 
answers, which turned into a 
book. The novel started as a 2012 
NaNoWriMo project which she 
wrote and then put aside. Serious 
work did not begin on the novel 
until 2015. Completing it required 
a great deal of research into what 
happened during the Civil War 
in Missouri, the dynamics of the 
James family, and the culture 
and mores of the 19th-century 
Midwest. Discovering Zee’s 
struggles formed the basis for the 
story and helped to fill in gaps. 

During her research, Pat found 
there is still a keen and active 
public interest in the topic of 
Jesse James and his family. She 
suspects some people may wish 
for a different portrayal of Zee, 
but Pat believes she captured the 
essence of the character, further 
personalizing the tale by telling it 
in the first person from Zee’s point 
of view.  

“Visiting the Civil War Museum 
and using materials from the 
Jesse James Farm and Museum 
helped with my research,” Pat told 
me as we discussed writing this 
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novel over coffee one afternoon. 
I enjoyed listening to her tell the 

bits and pieces of 
the research she 
had discovered 
about the Civil 
War, as well as 
how Zee became 
special to her. “Zee 
lived a difficult and 
dangerous life, but 
did the best she 
could within the 

constraints of her 
time to take care 
of the ones she 
loved.” 

For Pat, this 
experience has 
confirmed a deep 
appreciation 
of historical 
fiction writing 
and provided a 
way to share her affection for her 
characters with readers. 

I was able to ask Pat a few other 
questions about writing. 

I know your favorite genre to 
write is historical fiction, but what 
do you like to read?

I think writers tend to write in 
the genres they read, so it probably 
comes as no surprise that reading 
historical fiction is high on my list. 
I also enjoy biographies, and when 
I’m looking for something light, I 
read romantic comedy. 

When did you start writing/
editing this story?

I started gathering information 
in 2011 and wrote the original 
piece as a NaNoWriMo project 
in 2012. In 2015, I dusted off 
the manuscript and the real 
work began—layering in details, 
revising, editing, and polishing. 

It wasn’t submitted to a publisher 
until September 2016. I signed 
a contract with the Amphorae 
Publishing Group (Blank Slate 
imprint) in April 2017.

What is your advice to someone 
who is interested in writing 
historical fiction? 

Find a subject, a particular time 
in history, that interests you 
and do extensive research on it. 
Immerse yourself in the period 

and make sure your facts are 
accurate and relevant. Be 
careful not to put everything 
you know in your readers’ 
lap, for in worldbuilding, 
even the smallest snippet of 
information can put your 
reader right into the story.

Have you always been 
interested in history?

It wasn’t fun to memorize 
names and dates, but hearing 
stories about the people who 

populated the past is fascinating 
to me. Presented through the lens 
of historical fiction, I believe those 
who may have disliked a boring 
history class will learn to love 
history. 

Have any of your family 
members read this? 

No, but there have been 
conversations and discussions 
about the story. 

If you had a chance to have 
a conversation with any of the 
characters in your story, who 
would it be? 

Zee, most definitely. 
What would you say to her?
I would love to know if she felt 

I understood who she was as a 
person and if I portrayed her life 
story in an accurate and sensitive 
way.

Pat Wahler

Historical Novel by Pat Wahler to be Released in August, 2018

Pre-Order Now at: 
https://amzn.to/2IhFg1S

 —Tara Pedroley



Rendezvous
By Diane How

Melissa turned off her laptop 
when she heard John walking down 
the hall and hurried into the foyer, 
meeting him by the front door. 
“When do you expect to be back?”

An overcoat hung over one arm as 
he adjusted his tie and then picked 
up a bulky suitcase. “The conference 
goes through Sunday evening. 
Depending on how things go, I 
should be back Monday afternoon.”

She nodded as he planted a 
dispassionate peck on her cheek and 
left. The habitual cool departure no 
longer stabbed at her heart. They’d 
become two adults living like 
strangers in the same house.

When his car disappeared, she 
hastened to her bedroom and 
withdrew an overnight bag from 
the closet. From the dresser, she 
removed the new, black lacy 
negligée and held it up close to her 
body, glancing in the mirror. Her 
cheeks blushed at the naughtiness it 
suggested.

Her and John’s thirty-year 
marriage had grown stale, both 
of them to blame for letting the 
passion dissipate into nothingness. 
She’d been tempted more than 
once to stray. He probably had 
considered it, too. She ached 
for a hint of romance in her life, 
something John seemed incapable 
of understanding. The excitement 
of someone suggesting she was 
attractive, even sexy, filled a longing 
deep inside and gave her the 
confidence to try something new. 

Flipping through her closet, 
she selected a form-fitting dress 
that left no doubt as to what she 
desired. With one last check in the 
mirror, Melissa grabbed her coat 
and slipped out of the house, just 
as the cab pulled up to the curb. 
She climbed into the back seat 
and took a deep breath, reassuring 
herself of her decision, before 
giving the location of her requested 
destination. “Fantasy Springs 
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Resort.”
The man nodded and put the 

car in gear. Her heart raced as she 
dreamed about the night ahead, 
fingering the deep cut of the 
neckline on her sleek red dress as 
they sped off. She hoped the five-
inch spikes didn’t make her look 
cheap, but they’d felt like the right 
choice. 

Following the instructions sent 
the day before, she entered the bar 
and looked around. A man wearing 
a Stetson, lifted his head slightly, 
his emerald green eyes meeting 
hers, sending quivers through her 
body. He rose from his stool and 
stepped into her path, coming close 
enough for her to feel the warmth 
of his breath on her neck. Melissa 
drank in the enticing musk of his 
aftershave as he discreetly passed 
her a room key, his hand brushing 
hers and lingering for a moment.

Melissa turned and strolled out of 
the bar, allowing her hips to speak 
to his stare, encouraging him to 
follow. The click of his boots made 
the corners of her lips rise. By the 
time she reached the elevator, he’d 
reduced the distance between them. 
Once the door closed, he pulled her 
near, his manliness presenting itself 
in refreshing new ways. 

In a deep, sultry growl, John 
murmured, “That counselor might 
be onto something with this date-
night thing.”

The Dying House
By Bradley D. Watson

After 42 years, the path up to my 
front door is longer today than ever 
before.

She is gone.
The service had been slow and 

painful. For hours my eyes had 
filled with the water of a thousand 
springs. No relief. No stones to dam 
up the continual flow. No tissues 
left to stem the flood. But now, as I 
turn the key in the front-door lock 

a final time, my eyes have no tears. 
The desert that is my body has no 
fluids left to give.

I step in and close the door 
behind me. The door seals itself 
shut silently, knowing that it has no 
reason to open again. The windows, 
already closed, begin to merge with 
the walls, shutting out the world 
and its emptiness.

I move slowly through the living 
room. The gravity of the whole 
world centers on this house, pulling 
all life left in me down to its center. 
I shuffle over the carpet, as my feet 
become numb. They hardly move. 
My hands reach out to the walls to 
steady myself, but there is no feeling 
in them. They steady me for the 
moment, but give no impression 
of the textures under their muted 
touch.

I pass the kitchen, where a 
thousand foods are stored. I know 
without looking that they no longer 
have any flavor. No sweet or savory. 
No salty or bitter. No sour, spicy, 
bland, or even horrid. All taste is 
gone. A room full of food that can 
no longer satisfy or spoil. All is 
sand now. The flowers on the table 
have even lost all fragrance. They 
begin to wither in the vase, turning 
the last drops of water from the 
container’s bottom into stale air.

I slowly turn the corner into our … 
my … bedroom. This spiritless place. 
I sit on the edge of the bed and pull 
the shoes from the inanimate lumps 
on the ends of my legs. I swing 
those lifeless weights up onto the 
bed. I sit, watching, as the colors 
on the walls of the room melt and 
dissolve, leaving only gray. The light 
is dissipating like the dying embers 
in an old camp fire.

I lay down on the comfortless bed 
and pull the covers over my head 
one last time. I listen as the house 
dies around me. I prepare myself to 
see my best friend again.

I let myself merge with the house.

(Originally published in 
Saturday Writers Cuivre River VI 
Anthology)
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— Wes Ginther, Newsletter Editor

Violets and Rainbows 

A rain fell hard, Violets drowning,
washing away memories.
The garden in my heart could barely 
save my soul. 

My heart, like a rose, loves oh so deeply 
Broken and shattered, like glass
under my feet. 

Raindrops have flooded me internally, 
I broke the vase sitting on the table. 
Twenty four flowers lay lifeless 
On the ground. 

I picked up the violets, they still seemed intact, 
giving each one a kiss. 
Petals are falling, drenched with my tears.
They are still too delicate, my pain 
still too raw.

My violets, oh so sweet, I’d let them heal me
if I could. They must be 
hanging on to every hope they have, yet I am 
still too afraid to let go.

A rain falls again, Violets drowning, 
washing away the sadness.
The garden in my heart, with a smile from the sun 
Will bloom once again.  

—Tara Pedroley

For anyone who has read my last article about 
poetry regarding traditional course work and those 
who practice improving vocabulary to write exquisite 
poems in their own right, I think you will have fun 
with this topic whether it be prose or poem writing. 
Based on the title, the flame means in metaphor an 
easy way to get out your text or at least one type of 
draft. This draft is the first one and is referred to as 
get as many words down that move you to do so. You 
may not understand how great words can flow to you 
as building blocks of strong poetry. 

By getting those first words out, you have the 
ultimate way for a poem, for 
example, to come out of you based 
on techniques such as these: reading 
before writing, developing stanzas, 
figuring out which words to keep 
and toss for this piece. Another way 
the building block method could be 
used—taking those leftover words to 
start the next piece. I can see how this 

might not be possible at the time, so save those words 
when their time arrives. 

Back to the having fun part—what is fun about this 
aspect is figure a way to begin and when words start 
to fit, other words may come out of your mind. You 
may not expect them, but why not accept some of 
them as coming from your center? And when words 
come from breathing from the center at most times,  
you will now know them as the flame in your prose 
and poem writing.

Poetry Is The Flame

Bradley Bates

Mom got me up in the morning 
for kindergarten class with, “Time 
to get up.” I rolled over and closed 
my eyes only to hear that tone of 
voice in return that said I better get 
up or else. 

Dad got me up for fishing trips 
with “the early bird gets the worm.” 
I shook my head in disagreement. 
I wasn’t trying to catch worms. 
I knew, however, to keep that 
thought to myself or I’d receive a 
backhand slap along the side of my 
head. 

Early morning high school track 
training meant I needed to set my 
own alarm and get up. The first 

morning I shut it off and rolled 
over. The coach taught me to heed 
the sound of the wakeup buzzer 
or I would be a permanent bench 
warmer. 

In college three missed lectures 
meant a half grade. That’s the way it 
was in the early sixties.

On my first real job with a 
newspaper I discovered the many 
daily deadlines. Every edition, every 
issue, every section had deadlines 
for submitted material. At 12:30 
a.m. the presses rolled. If I missed 
the deadline for filing my stuff, it 
didn’t run and someone had to 
fill the “hole.” The next morning, 
someone would discuss with me the 
importance of meeting deadlines.

I thought when I retired I would 
be done with deadlines, but I didn’t 
reckon with reality. Deadlines still 
rule my life. I continue the daily 
habit of writing down the deadline 
for every task. I post the list on the 
kitchen counter and mark through 
each item as I complete it. I hate 
deadlines, but as each one whooshes 
by, I enjoy relief as the stress it 
placed on me to perform dissipates. 
Satisfaction of 
accomplishment 
in meeting the 
deadline on time 
is my reward.

I Hate Deadlines

—Bradley Bates

Tara Pedroley



—Christine Roth
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Christine’s  Comments

Christine Roth

How to Join:
Joining Saturday Writers is quite simple. 
All that is required is a love of writing 

and an annual membership fee of $30. 
Publishing credits are not required.  

Not ready to join? Visit us for $5.00 
per regular meeting and deduct those 
fees from your membership costs when 
you decide to join.

We host special youth events from 
time to time. Otherwise, our group is 
intended for writers 18 years or older. 
(16 + with special approval.)

Contact us at:
Jeanne.F@saturdaywriters.org.

Advantages of Becoming a 
     Member of Saturday Writers

• Network with our 100-plus writer-members
• Attend regular monthly meetings with guest 
speakers 
• Participate in our members-only discussion 
groups & events
• Enjoy discounted fees to our workshops
• Enjoy discounted fees to Missouri Writers’ Guild 
events
• Enjoy discounted fees for our writing contests

Inspiration is in the air. I think this month I will 
be dedicating my spot in the newsletter to prompts 
and contests. With summer coming, new life is 
blooming, and the sun is shining, it is the perfect 
time to give the foundations for your writing garden 
to grow.
Contests and Submission Opportunities

•    Black Warrior Review: The contest is 
open from April to September. Details on 
guidelines and submissions can be found 
here: http://bwr.ua.edu/submit/contest/.

•    Pen America: The Freedom to Write: 
PEN America’s Prison Writing Program 
Fellowship is open. Guidelines can be 
found here: https://pen.org/writing-
justice/.

•    Storm Cellar is currently open for 
submissions. They also have a contest. You 
can find guidelines and submissions here: https://
stormcellarquarterly.com/submit/.

•    L. Ron Hubbard’s Writers of the Future Contest: 
There are three submission periods. The current one 
ends July 1st. Guidelines and submissions can be 
found here: https://www.writersofthefuture.com/
enter-writer-contest/.
Writing Prompts

1.    Icon Story: Summarize and commentate on a 
story that was in the news – a specific figure in the 
culture – from your period. Focus on one person, one 
event with that person if possible, and explain why 
you picked it; without, of course, saying you “picked 
it.”

2.    20 Random Words: Grab a pen and paper. Pull 
out a favorite book. Pick 20 random words or word 
phrases. Make sure you select nouns, verbs, and 
adjectives. Write the words out on the paper and 

ponder them. What ideas do these words or phrases 
spark in you? Do the words evoke other ideas and 
images? Use these words and start a poem, a story, 
or even the beginning of a novel.

3.    Flipping the Script: Take a nonfiction story 
you’ve written and change one major element in 
it – without, however, turning it into fiction. If it 
starts the night before your protagonist is injured 
in a car crash, start in the hospital. If you told 

it from your point of view, tell it from 
another character’s. If you don’t know what 
happened in the hospital or how the events 
in your story looked to somebody else, find 
out.

The writing prompts are ones I have 
collected over the years, so by no means 
am I taking credit for them.  I have piles 
of books and notes of prompts that 
have been given to me, and I find them 
helpful.  There are so many contests and 

submissions happening at the moment; I felt I 
could highlight four at least.  There are plenty more. 
Poets and Writers has a database on contests and 
submissions.  Google is a great source, but always 
research on who you submit to.  Make sure there 
is no fine print that could later come back and bite 
you.

Next month, I will be focusing on mechanics in 
writing. It is not the most fun, but we do need to 
look at resources that help our grammar and what 
books are available to help us develop into stronger, 
better writers.  I am also looking for any local 
workshops to review so if anyone knows of any, 
please email me at christinearoth@hotmail.com.

Happy writing!



Saturday Writers
Officers

President:
Bradley D. Watson
brad.w@saturdaywriters.org

Vice President:
Nicki Jacobsmeyer
nickijacobsmeyer@gmail.com

Secretary:
Jeanne Felfe
jeanne.f@saturdaywriters.org

Treasurer:
Douglas Osgood
doug.o@saturdaywriters.org

Members of  the
Board/Chair Positions

Membership Chair: Jeanne Felfe
Speaker/ Workshop Committee
      Co-Chairs: Tom Klein & Jeanne Felfe
Hospitality Chair: Bob Weismiller
     Assistants: Tom Klein & Diane How
Youth Outreach Chair: Sarah Angelton
Assistant Treasurer: Diane How
MWG Liaison: Jeanne Felfe
Publicity Chairs: 
     Rose Callahan / Phyllis Borgardt
Contest Chair: Tammy Lough
Wednesday Works-in-Progress Café: 
     Jim Ladendecker
Pre-Meeting Saturday Works-in-Progress 
Café: Robert R.J.Sebacher
Members Online Critique: Jeanne Felfe
Children’s/YA Author Critique:
     Nicki Jacobsmeyer
Newsletter Editor: Wesley J. Ginther
Newsletter Editor Assistants:
     Christine Roth and Susan Zahra
Graphics Artist: Cyn Watson
Website Maintenance: Douglas Osgood
      Assistants: Rose Callahan and 
 Heather Hartmann
Christmas Party Chair: Jennifer Hasheider
Social Media Chair: Heather Hartmann

Our meetings are held at the Cultural Arts Centre located inside St. Peters City Hall on Mexico Road.
St. Peters City Hall—Use the WEST ENTRANCE—Cultural Arts Centre entrance 

1 St. Peters Centre Drive, St. Peters, Missouri 63376

— Tammy Lough
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Time Well Spent

Tammy Lough

I read a disturbing article about 
the length of time young adults and 
beyond spend in front of a computer 
screen. Whether for research, 
internet gaming sites, social media: 
Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, 
StumbleUpon, Pinterest, 
and Instagram pop into my 
head without having to fire 
up over seven brain cells.

Research shows young 
adults spend approximately 
11 hours/day on social 
media sites alone. Parents stare at a 
monitor while small children raise 
themselves. Persons in their teens 
through 40’s and beyond are playing 
very realistic video games allowing 
nearby friends and faraway strangers 
to interact within the same game, 
at the same time. Play can go on for 
hours upon hours while other family 
members spend the evening alone.

What bothers me the most is 
what else is going on in the lives of 
many 20-something and beyond 
adults? Marriage? Is this the way 
to nurture a relationship? Game 
players are the prime age for sharing 
a household with babies, toddlers, 
and/or young, impressionable 
children, and spouses. A child runs 
up to “unavailable parent” with a 
picture they have colored and tugs 
on a shirttail saying, “Look what I 
did!”But, the gamer’s hand comes 
down and waves them away. You tell 
the child, “Just one more minute,” 
but why doesn’t that minute ever 
come? You put your child to bed, 
and they sense you are in a hurry. 
You used to play with your young 
toddler, pretend to be the tickle 
monster, lay down at their side 
and read a bedtime story. You were 
available. 

People have become 
uncomfortable speaking in a 
restaurant booth face to face. Rather, 
you see them staring at a cell phone, 
clicking away with their fingers, 
answering phone calls, playing 

games, checking email, sending and 
receiving texts, etc. 

 We fantasize about an incredible 
person we “met” in cyberspace and 
we think this person, by reading his 
or her type-written chats or emails 
is all that and a bag of potato chips, 
when really, he is two-foot three 

with a dart in his eye. 
Seriously? Yes, seriously. 
Both sexes exaggerate 
their positive qualities, 
and there is no way he will 
tell you about his gross 
habits. I listed some I 
have been exposed to and 
deleted them. Way too 

gross.
I don’t wonder why internet 

dating sites are so popular. 
According to Maslow’s Hierarchy 
of Needs, right after “Physiological 
Needs and Safety” comes “Love 
and Belonging.” These basic 
human needs are what keep dating 
sites alive and profitable. But, 
think moderation, all things in 
moderation. 

Why are we not outside in the 
sunshine soaking up our daily 
requirement of Vitamin D? Take 
a gander at the color of your skin. 
Pale and in need of sunshine and 
Vitamin D? It only takes about 5 
to 30 minutes of sun exposure two 
days each week to make a sufficient 
amount, although it varies based 
on weather conditions and time of 
year. 

Look at the importance of 
childhood friendships. Swoosh 
those kids outside to form all-
important relationships. What 
about writing a letter? Has your 
child written a letter to grandma or 
grandpa? Ever? Cursive isn’t taught 
in the schools anymore. How will 
they read letters from the past? It 
is part of the dumbing down of 
America. If you haven’t heard of it, 
you may want to educate yourself 
on the topic. It just may scare the 

bejesus out of you.
The most important thing we 

can give our loved ones is our time. 
You can never get it back. No more 
do-over’s. Learn from the mistakes 
of others. Turn off the electronics 
and give your kid or spouse, the dog 
even,  a hug or 10. I’ll bet you any 
amount of money; you will never 
regret it.

Writers write (in moderation).


